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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
MOUNTAIN CAMPUS

Education 497: Grades 4-8 Reading Methods
Anya Muggli

Contact Hours: 3
Credit Hours: 3
Type of Hours: Lecture/Discussion/Field Experience

Professor Contact Information
Email:
Office Hours:
Phone:

anya.muggli@umontana.edu
Online by Appointment
(715) 574-0523

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
The conceptual framework places central value on learning as a collaborative endeavor. The
faculty in C&I believe that an educational orientation is insufficient and outmoded if it is based
on isolated content, is teacher-dominated, and directed primarily toward passive students
learning alone. Thus, it is our Unit’s intent that teacher candidates at The University of MontanaMissoula will experience a cohesive learning community during their own preparation, with the
goal that they will be disposed and equipped to create communities of learners in their own
future educational settings.
The faculty has identified three essential elements of learning communities which form
organizing themes or strands that permeate all the programs and drive the candidate proficiency
outcomes:
• Integration of Ideas
Members of a learning community look beyond the traditionally segmented curriculum and think
creatively about the interrelationships among subject areas. They work with a variety of fields of
study and search for unifying themes that cross disciplinary lines. There is an emphasis on
explaining realities and dealing with actual problems in contextual learning situations.
• Cooperative Endeavors
In a learning community, knowing and learning are viewed as communal acts, and all members
can learn from each other. There is a commitment to engage all learners cognitively and
emotionally in acquiring and sharing knowledge that is personally meaningful. In the process,
members create a culture that encourages personal responsibility and active commitment to the
group and its learning goals.
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• Respect for Diversity and Individual Worth
By definition, a learning community embraces diversity, requiring and valuing the input of all
voices present. The ethics of care and mutual respect are viewed as essential for supportive
learning environments that enhance each member’s self-esteem and foster risk-taking, creative
conflict, and excellence.

Course Description

Knowing how to read well makes a dramatic difference in the lives of individuals. Reading well
benefits us by giving us access to a wide range of literary text which can contribute to our
intellectual, emotional, cultural, and moral development. It is also an instrumental part of
developing specialized knowledge in unlimited areas, including the sciences, social sciences,
humanities, and trades. Proficient literacy skills are increasingly essential for attaining economic
independence and engaging in a democracy; they are also correlated with better health outcomes,
lower incarceration rates, and a number of other positive social phenomena. This course aims to
prepare you to take on the important responsibility of teaching reading to students in grades 4-8.
Throughout the semester, you will study key concepts about literacy development, learning,
assessment, and instruction. We will focus on the nature of the reading process for emergent,
early, and more advanced readers. We will develop a repertoire of strategies to assess students as
well as plan literacy instruction that will meet the diverse needs of students with a range of abilities
and backgrounds, including English language learners and struggling readers.

Course Objectives

Participants in this course will be able to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

Understand numerous theories of literacy learning.
Demonstrate a working knowledge of reading development and the reading process.
Develop a repertoire of strategies for learning about 4-8 students and assessing their
literacy skills.
Develop a repertoire of teaching strategies that are well-suited for promoting student
learning/development related to oral language, phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding,
vocabulary, fluency, comprehension of different types of texts, and critical thinking.
• Demonstrate proficiency in explicit instruction of key reading
skills/strategies.
• Demonstrate proficiency in engaging students in meaningful discussion of
challenging text.
• Demonstrate proficiency in specified correction procedures.
• Understand and apply scaffolding strategies for students as they read
challenging literary and informational texts.
Have a working knowledge of the Montana Common Core State Standards, and develop a
range of pedagogical methods that support students’ achievement of the standards.
Analyze data from a range of student assessments to design meaningful instruction.
Apply knowledge of the reading process, readers’ profiles, and an intervention framework
to plan differentiated instruction for students, particularly language-minority students and
students with reading challenges.
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Apply course concepts when designing and implementing lessons for whole group, small
group, and 1:1 instruction.

Instructional Methods

Effective teaching methods will be modeled throughout the semester and will encompass a variety
of formats including lectures, small and large group problem-solving activities and student-led
presentations, and discussions. Tuesday classes will be dedicated to discussing readings and
theory. Thursdays will be dedicated to practical application of the strategies and methods we cover
in our readings. The use of email correspondence with the instructor is strongly encouraged as a
means of individualizing instruction.

Required Texts

Make sure to bring the following texts to every class:
-

Literacy – Helping Students Construct Meaning (Any Edition) by David Cooper, Nancy
Kiger, Michael Robinson, and Jill Slansky

Disability Statement

If you have a disability for which accommodations are needed for you to perform to your highest
potential in this course, arrange a meeting with me in the first weeks of the semester. During this meeting
we will discuss what accommodations are necessary throughout the course.

Course Expectations

All participants will be expected to comply with the academic honesty policies, as defined in the
University of Montana Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review at:
http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321. In all assignments, work that is not your
own must be properly cited. If you do not cite work that is not your own, it is plagiarism; this
qualifies as academic misconduct. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the
course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University.
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Grading Procedures
All assignments will be scored with criteria for relevant components. The guidelines and criteria
will be handed out and discussed in class.
Scale:
A
AB+
B
B-

95-100
92-94
90-91
87-89
84-86

C+
C
CD
F

81-83
78-80
76-77
68-75
Below 68

*All written assignments will be assessed for content and writing style. APA format must be
utilized for all papers. Error-free writing is expected. Assignments received after the assigned due
date will be penalized one letter grade per day late. Extensions will be permitted on a case-by-case
basis. If you require additional time, you must contact me prior to the assignment’s due date/time.
**Attending and taking part in the class discussions is essential. If irregular attendance is found to
be an issue with an individual student, I will request a meeting to address the problem. I reserve
the right to adjust grades to reflect poor attendance and/or participation.
ASSIGNMENTS: % of grade
1.
In-Class Practical Applications
15%
2.
Lesson Plans 1 & 2
15%
3.
Lesson Plans 3 & 4
15%
4.
WebQuest
15%
5.
Teaching a Challenging Text Final Project
20%
6.
Field Phase
20%
_____________________________________________________________________

Class Participation

You are expected to attend every class. Missing even one class will have an impact on your
learning experience and your grade. All in attendance are expected to come prepared and actively
engage in class activities.
The use of laptops, tablets, etc. is acceptable ONLY if they are being utilized as a tool for
learning/engaging in class activities. Looking at one’s phone and texting is strictly prohibited! If
you are expecting an urgent call, let me know prior to class.
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It is expected that participants will have read the assigned material prior to each session. Group
activities, discussions, and projects will be based on assigned readings.
*IMPORTANT NOTE: Teacher candidates earning a grade of D or below or are missing more
than three class session during the ten-week session do not meet the professional behavior and
competency expectations and will not qualify for placement in the four-week field component of
this course.

Assignments and Projects
Practical Application Assignments: As previously mentioned, Tuesdays will be dedicated to
discussing readings while Thursdays will be dedicated to practical application of the material we
covered in the readings. In other words, on Thursdays, you will work in small groups and create
sample lessons utilizing the specific methods we discussed on the previous Tuesday. Each group
will present its sample lesson/activity in front of the class.
Teaching a Challenging Text Project: With the adoption and implementation of the Montana
Common Core State Standards and Indian Education for All Act, it is even more imperative that
our students are able to successfully read challenging content area text. This requires
persistence, resilience, and some sophisticated reading, thinking and comprehension skills. This
assignment will require you to practice doing the work that the CCSS demands of teachers while
focusing on authentic works by Native American authors or detailing history and traditions of
Native Americans in Montana. This incorporates selecting challenging text, evaluating text
complexity, designing a plan for scaffolding students’ reading of difficult text, creating
prompts/facilitating rich discussion of text in ways that support all levels of critical thinking. In
addition, you will include a formative and summative assessment in order to monitor the mastery
of the content. For this project, you will develop a unit of at least four lesson plans in one of
grades 4-8. Your project will include an essay-style rationale supported by peer-reviewed
publications for your lesson plans.
Field Experience / Explicit Instruction Lesson Plan: One of several pedagogical approaches
that teachers of reading need to know is explicit, direct instruction. An explicit model follows a
clear sequence of instructional steps (explanation, modeling, guided practice, and independent
practice). This model of instruction is particularly effective for teaching skills and strategies to
many early and struggling readers. During your field experience, I would like you to create and
teach two such lessons. In these lesson plans, you will design a foundational reading skills lesson
that incorporates activating prior knowledge, understanding vocabulary, constructing meaning,
and responding in writing to the reading. Note – these reading strategies/lessons can be taught
across the curriculum.
Graduate Students Only: Graduate Seminar: The graduate seminar for this course will focus
on reading instruction for English language learners. This component of the course will be
graded as Pass/No Pass. The reading will be required and will be discussed thoroughly in a
seminar that will tentatively be conducted during week 7.
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Activities & Assignments/Readings

Dates

Tuesday

Week 1
Jan. 12 & 14

Course Introduction
- Syllabus
- Important Dates
- Teaching a Challenging
Text Project & Book
Options
- Our Background
Knowledge

Read for today: Lit: - Prior Knowledge: Activating
and Developing Concepts and Vocabulary (Ch. 3)

Read for today: Lit: How to
Teach Strategies for
Constructing Meaning (Ch. 4)

Practical Application: Begin drafting lessons for
reading instruction
- Continue thinking about
CCSS.ELA.Literacy 6,7,8 – Integration of
Knowledge & Ideas

Week 2
Jan. 19 & 21

-

Week 3
Jan. 26 & 28

Week 4
Feb. 2 & 4

Thursday

Helping students learn
how to use a textbook
For today, make &
announce your book
selection for the
Teaching a Challenging
Text Project

Lesson Plan Writing
– No reading for today
**Note: By the end of this week,
you should be approximately 1/3
of the way through your book
for the Challenging Text Project
The Daily Five
- Reading Will be posted
on Moodle

-

Sample Practical Application

-

Standards to consider/incorporate:
CCSS.ELA.Literacy 4,5,6 -Integration of
Knowledge & Ideas

Practical Application: Develop sample lesson
plans
- Standard to incorporate:
CCSS.ELA.Literacy 5,6,7 – Range of
Reading & Level of Text Complexity

Practical Application: Develop Daily Five
Activities appropriate for grade level
-

Standard to incorporate:
CCSS.ELA.Language 3,4,5– Use
knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Due: Lesson Plans 1 & 2
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Feb. 9 & 11

Week 6
Feb. 16 & 18

EDU 497
Read for today: Lit: Helping
Struggling Readers (Ch. 9)
- Identifying struggling
readers before they fall
behind
- Using tiered
interventions for support

Read for today: Lit: Assessment
and Evaluation in the
Comprehensive Balanced
Literacy Classroom (Ch. 11).

UM

Practical Application – develop Tier 1 & Tier 2 as
well as Behavioral support interventions

Practical Application – in small groups, develop
multidimensional assessment tools that target
specific CCSS in Literacy & Research
Standard to incorporate:
CCSS.ELA.Writing 6, 7, 8 –Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

Week 7
Feb. 23 & 25

No Reading for Today!
Teaching Effective Research
Strategies
- Boolean Operators
- Credible sources

- Reflection Essay Requirements for Teaching a
Challenging Text Project
- Work on WebQuests in Groups

Due: Lesson Plans 3 & 4
Week 8
March 2 & 4
Week 9
March 9 & 11

Week 10
March 16 & 18

No Classes Today

WebQuest Presentations.
Methods for Fluency Instruction
- Reading will be posted
on the Moodle

Practical Application – develop activities that
foster fluency in decoding and comprehension
Standard to incorporate:
CCSS.ELA.Writing 6, 7, 8 –Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
-Discuss Field Experience Requirements

No Classes Today
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Week 16
April 26-30
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- Question & Answer Session for Final Teaching a
Challenging Text Project
Final Teaching a Challenging Text Project due
on Friday, March 26 by 11:59pm

Clinical Field Experience
Field Experience Requirement
due on Wednesday, 4/28 by
11:59pm

8

